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In Ephesians 2:10, God reveals that we are created by him to play a significant role in his 
unfolding story of redemption. This means that God has placed a call on your life, and inherent 
in following that call is a life of significance and satisfaction. 

Part of God’s call on your life is general. God invites all of us, regardless of age and background, 
to experience his love, to find our identity in Jesus and to be disciples of Jesus who make 
disciples wherever we find ourselves. 

Another part of God’s call is unique. Your unique calling flows from your gifts, abilities and 
individual story. In Psalm 139 God reveals that he knit you together in your mother’s womb and 
mapped out the days of your life. In other words, there is a specific purpose for you to fulfill. 
There is a unique way that God’s goodness and glory comes into the world through you. 

Knowing who you are and what God created you to do is profoundly important. God’s call on 
your life is instrumental to your spiritual and emotional well-being because, as you fulfill your 
calling, you move from restlessness to feelings of groundedness and lasting satisfaction. 

In Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov, the Inquisitor says: “The secret of man’s being is not 
only to live, but to live for something definite.” In other words, you can’t mindlessly wander 
from one thing to the next hoping to stumble on what you were made to do. You need a clear 
understanding of the unique way that God’s goodness and glory breaks into the world through 
you. Without this you will be like a cut flower. Eventually you will wither. 

SERIES
INTRO
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This next series at Faith is dedicated to helping you understand and embrace God’s call 
on your life. If you know your calling, our hope is that this series encourages you to 
continue to say yes to it. If you don’t know God’s call on your life, our hope is that this 
series helps you to find it. Regardless of where you are, we pray that you approach this 
series as a prayerful learner who is willing to hear from God what he has planned for 
your life. At the end of the day, we pray this series helps you to see what thousands of 
other Christians have seen—there is a unique way that God’s goodness breaks into the 
world through you, and saying yes to this will lead you to release your most beautiful 
and lasting ambitions into the world for the common good. We pray you don’t settle for 
anything less than your calling because you are God’s workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works.

Finally, as you go through this series, we recommend that you have a journal close at 
hand to process what you are learning.

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Charlie for the Preaching Team 

FOR WE ARE HIS WORKMANSHIP, 
CREATED IN CHRIST JESUS FOR GOOD 
WORKS, WHICH GOD PREPARED 
BEFOREHAND, THAT WE SHOULD 
WALK IN THEM.

- EPHESIANS 2:10

“ “
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How to use this guide

This guide is meant to spark meaningful discussions that deepen your relationships 
with Jesus and the people in your small group. That being said, this guide is just 
that: a guide. Your small group doesn’t need to discuss every question—discuss 
some questions, skip others, and ask some of your own! Think of this guide not as a 
map directing your every step, but as a compass pointing you in a direction. As you 
work through this guide, stay sensitive to where the Holy Spirit is moving and follow 
where he leads. The goal is not to finish all the questions but rather to meet with 
God and grow in connection with other people.

SMALL GROUP
STUDY GUIDE
What you hold in your hand is Faith’s Small Group Study Guide. We provide study guides 
for small groups because we believe transformation happens in your life when you 
discuss the Bible with other people. In this guide you will find an overview of our current 
sermon series and questions to facilitate small group discussions. 
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What is a small group?

Why should I join a small group?

How do I get connected to a small group?

Small groups at Faith are small gatherings of people from Faith who meet regularly 
for friendship, prayer and Bible study. 

Each group is unique because it is shaped by the people who attend. However, at the 
heart of each small group is a desire to see tight-knit community form that is marked 
by a growing love for Jesus and for the people in the group.  

You are made for friendship with God and others. When you are not known and loved 
by others, you suffer because you are not experiencing all that God created us to 
experience. Additionally, life is too difficult to journey alone. Therefore, small groups 
are a place where you can connect in friendship with other people through the ups 
and downs of life.

The easiest way to get connected is through the Church Center app. Download the 
app, tap “Groups” and connect with a group right then and there. You can also visit 
www.faithchurchfortcollins.org/smallgroups, stop by the Connection Center or call 
the church office at 970-226-2095.

SMALL GROUPS 
AT FAITH
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SEPT 
11

Main Passages:  
Ephesians 2:10

Psalm 139:13–18
Matthew 25:14–30

When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you 
grew up? I wanted to be a fighter pilot, which makes sense. 
Top Gun came out when I was six and watching Tom Cruise 
shoot down MiG-28s left an indelible impression on me. 

I didn’t grow up to be a fighter pilot, but my desire to 
do something heroic has stayed with me. This desire 
endures because God created me for good works. Paul 
says this in Ephesians 2:10: For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

C R E AT E D  F O R  G O O D

This verse reveals a truth that everyone needs to embrace. There is something unique 
that each person is created and called to do. Each person plays a special role in God’s 
redemptive plan to restore creation. As we play this role, we fulfill the purpose for our 
lives—we bring glory to God and good to the world. 

There is a parable that Jesus tells in Matthew 25 about people who are faithful to follow 
their calling. These people wisely invest what God has given and when God calls them to 
give an account of their lives, they hear, “Well done.” 

God’s “well done” is what all of us long to hear spoken over our lives. Those two words 
ground us in significance and satisfaction—that settled feeling that we did what we were 
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• Read Ephesians 2:10. What stands out to you from this verse? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What does this verse reveal about God’s call on your life? 
  
 
 
 
 

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

made to do. We played our role in God’s radical plan to bring heaven to earth. Like the 
servants in the parable, we went about the Master’s business, seeking to multiply and 
maximize the talents he entrusted to us. 

This week we lay the foundation for discovering your calling, which is embracing the 
truth that you are God’s masterpiece created for good works. When you embrace 
this truth, you will begin to see that your life is not random; it is written by God. 
God’s fingerprints are all over your life. Every experience, both good and bad, reveals 
something of God’s plan for your life, and when you say yes to that plan, you hear God’s 
“well done.” 

• When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up? 

O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N
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• Read Psalm 139:13–18. What do these verses reveal about God’s role in shaping 
your life? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Why do you think it’s important to embrace the reality that God designed you and 
there is no one like you in the world?  
 
 
 
 
 

• Read Matthew 25:14–30. How would you describe the master in this parable? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Do you think the first two servants perceived their master to be as demanding as the 
third servant did? Why or why not?  
 
 
 
 

• How does your view of God influence your willingness to invest what he has given to 
you? 
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• How does thinking of yourself as the manager of your life rather than the owner of 
your life affect your understanding of your calling? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Naming some of the unique talents that God has given you is a great starting point 
for discovering your calling. Write down five things that feel like God given talents. 
Maybe you’re naturally friendly or optimistic. Maybe you are great at math or you 
have an eye for what makes a space beautiful. Maybe you are a safe driver or you 
have a heart for the homeless. The things that come to mind may not seem like God 
given talents because they are so innate to who you are, but they are your talents. 
Share three of your talents with your small group. As each person shares, affirm the 
positive impact that person’s talents have had in your group. 
 
 
 
 
 

N OT E S  A N D  P R AY E R
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SEPT
18

Main Passages:  
Ephesians 3:15–19

John 15:4–9

L E T  LOV E  I N In Ephesians 3:15–19 Paul prays that we would live rooted 
and grounded in God’s love. In John 15:9 Jesus commands 
us to remain in God’s love. These two passages reveal a key 
part of our calling—we are called to be loved by God. 

The image that Jesus gives to help us understand what 
it looks like to embrace this part of our calling is one of 
union with himself. Jesus is the vine, we are the branches 
and as we remain in him, we become strong, fruitful and 
resilient. In other words, God’s love changes things. It 

brings nourishment to our soul. It revives things that feel dead. It brings fruit to faith 
that was lifeless. God’s love turns enemies into friends. It is unconditional, it is what we 
were made for and when we embrace our calling to be loved by God our life begins to 
flourish. 

Sadly, this chaotic world often keeps us from experiencing God’s love. The frantic pace 
of life and the constant bombardment of social media erodes our union with Jesus. The 
disappointments and heartaches of life can make God’s love one of the hardest things to 
believe. 

This week is devoted to understanding and embracing God’s love. In many ways 
discovering your calling isn’t complicated. You don’t have to sort through everything to 
begin living your calling. All you have to do is open your heart to God’s love. 
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• Share a moment in your life where you felt absolutely loved and accepted.

• Read Ephesians 3:15–19. What stands out to you from this passage? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What do you think it looks like to be rooted and grounded in God’s love?   
 
 
 
 
 

• What connection does Paul make between knowing the love of Christ and being 
filled with all the fullness of God? What do you think it looks like to be filled with all 
the fullness of God?  
 
 
 
 
 

O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S
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• What helps you to know the breadth and length and height and depth of God’s love?  
 
 
 
 
 

• As you grow in understanding of how much God loves you, how does that help you 
grow in your love for God?  
 
 
 
 
 

• Is there anything lurking in your heart that says you have to change, be better or do 
something different for God to love you?  
 
 
 
 
 

• Read John 15:4–9. What stands out to you from this passage?  
 
 
 
 
 

• What do you think it means to remain in God’s love?  
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N OT E S  A N D  P R AY E R

• What makes it hard for you to believe that God loves you completely and 
unconditionally? 
 
 
 
 

• What helps you believe that God loves you completely and unconditionally? 
 
 
 
 

• What questions or hesitations do you still have about your calling to be loved by 
God? 
 
 
 
 

• What will you do this week to step further into your calling to be loved by God? 
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SEPT
25

Main Passages:  
Luke 10:25–37

John 13:34

E V E RYO N E
A LWAYS

Last week we explored the truth that a key part of our 
calling is to experience God’s love. This week we are going 
to explore the reality that we are also called to share God’s 
love with other people. God wants us to love as we have 
been loved. God wants our love for people to move into 
action.

This is good news because we live in a world that teaches 
us that we don’t have to love people who think or vote or 
see the world differently than we do. 

In Luke 10:25–37 Jesus tells a parable that turns what the world teaches about love on 
its head. The parable reveals that we are to love everyone always. We are to love the 
people we like and the people who make us uncomfortable. We are to love when it’s 
easy and when it’s hard. We are to love our friends, and we are to love our enemies. We 
are to love when loving is energizing and when it’s draining. There isn’t a person on this 
planet who we are not called to love. The people we encounter in everyday life are not 
to be avoided; they are to be loved. 

If this sounds like a tall order, you are right. But it’s key to our calling. So this week we 
are going to explore the reality that we are called to love, and we are going to learn what 
God provides to empower us to love as we have been loved. 
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• Think back over your life. What is one of your first memories of someone loving you? 

O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

• Read Luke 10:25–37. What stands out to you from these verses? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What do you learn about your calling from Luke 10:25–37? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What excuses do you think the people in Jesus’ parable gave for not loving?  
 
 
 
 
 

• Why do you think the good Samaritan went out of his way to love?  
 
 
 
 
 

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S
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• Think back over your life. When has love moved you to action? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Read John 13:34. How does God’s love empower you to love other people? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What excuses do you make for not loving the people you encounter?  
 
 
 
 
 

• How would your life change if you began to ask God how you can practically love 
the people you encounter today? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Does the call to love seem strange or possibly even counterproductive to you? Are 
you afraid of this part of your calling? Do you ever worry that if you love like Jesus 
calls you to there won’t be anything left over for you? 
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N OT E S  A N D  P R AY E R

• What questions or hesitations do you still have about your calling to love the people 
around you? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What will you do this week to step further into your calling to love the people 
around you? 
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OCT 
02

Main Passages:  
Luke 9:23–24
Luke 5:1–11

T H E  N O RT H 
STA R Central to our calling is following Jesus. Following Jesus is a 

lifelong journey to be pursued. It is an unfolding story that 
God has authored and we discover as we deny ourselves 
and follow Jesus. 

Think of Peter’s early days with Jesus. He did not know 
all that would happen in his life when he left his fishing 
business to follow Jesus. He had no clue that one day 
he would lead the early church or that he would write 

sections of the Bible or that thousands of years later he would be a household name for 
Jesus’ followers. All he knew was that Jesus was calling him, so he followed. 

What does this have to do with you? Jesus has called you to follow him, and like Peter, 
as you follow him, you will discover who you were created to be. Following Jesus means 
you accept his lordship over your life, and you become a disciple—someone who listens 
attentively and responds obediently to Jesus. To follow Jesus means you embrace the 
reality that you are lost, and you need a north star to guide you. Jesus is that north star, 
and as you follow him, you will find your calling. 
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O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

• What characteristics do you look for in a person you are going to follow?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

• Read Luke 9:23–24. What stands out to you from this passage? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What does it mean to deny yourself?  
 
 
 
 
 

• What does it mean to follow Jesus?     
 
 
 
 
 

• Why does following Jesus include picking up your cross? 
 
 
 
 
 



 p. 21 Calling | Your Path to a Meaningful Life

• What are different ways that you have attempted to save your life? How did that 
turn out for you? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What are different ways that you have lost your life for Jesus? How did that turn out 
for you? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Read Luke 5:1–11. What stands out to you from this passage? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What does Jesus reveal about following him by asking Peter to borrow his boat? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What does Jesus reveal about following him by commanding Peter to Put out in the 
deep and let down your nets for a catch (v. 4)? 
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• What is Peter’s response to Jesus after the large catch of fish? Why do you think he 
responds this way? 
 
 
 
 
 

• In verse 11 we are told that the disciples left everything and followed Jesus. What 
did they leave to follow Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What happens in Peter’s life as he follows Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 

• For Peter to follow Jesus he had to listen to Jesus and obey his word. What helps you 
listen to Jesus and obey his word? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Are there areas in your life where you struggle to listen to Jesus and obey his word? 
If so, what are they? 
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NOTES AND PRAYER

• What questions or hesitations do you still have about your calling to follow Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What will you do this week to step further into your calling to follow Jesus? 
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OCT 
09

Main Passages:  
Matthew 28:16–20

Luke 6:12–16
Luke 9:1–6

C A R RY 
T H E  M I S S I O N Central to your calling is continuing Jesus’ mission on 

earth. In Matthew 28:19–20 Jesus said, Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. 

This calling is not just for church leaders and missionaries. 
The calling to make disciples has been given to every 

follower of Jesus. It is not optional. To ignore this part of your calling is to live in 
disobedience to Jesus. 

So what does it mean to make disciples? Making disciples means you form intentional 
relationships in order to encourage, equip and challenge people in love to grow toward 
maturity in Jesus. To fulfill this part of your calling, you must build loving relationships 
and you must have intentional conversations about Jesus. 

I have some good friends, Mark and Amy, who went to Eastern Europe to make disciples 
of Jesus in that part of the world. Their goal was to bring the love and truth of Jesus 
while preserving the goodness of the culture they were going to. It took them years of 
patience, prayer and perseverance. They had to become friends with local people, which 
meant they had to learn what would build trust. They had to learn what would bless and 
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O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

• Talk about a time when someone trusted you with an important task. How did that 
make you feel?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Read Matthew 28:16–20. What stands out to you from this passage?  
 
 
 
 
 

• What do these verses teach about Jesus?  
 
 
 
 
 

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

be useful in their new context. They had to learn what parts of their new culture to bless 
and celebrate. 

We must do the same. If we want to make disciples, we must get to know the people 
around us. We must learn what builds trust and blesses people in our culture. We must 
learn what parts of our culture to bless and celebrate and we must speak the love and 
truth of Jesus. Without these things working together, we risk irrelevancy, and we miss a 
key part of our calling.
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• Why does Jesus stress his authority as a backdrop to his command to make 
disciples?  
 
 
 
 
 

• What do the words go, make, baptize and teach reveal about how to make a 
disciple? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Read Luke 6:12–16. Why do you think Jesus spent an entire night in prayer before 
deciding who he would invest his life in? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What do you think Jesus prayed about during his all-night prayer? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What role has prayer played in your disciple-making journey? 
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• Read Luke 9:1–6. What can you learn about how to make disciples from the 
instructions that Jesus gives to the twelve disciples? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What questions or hesitations do you still have about your calling to make disciples? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What will you do this week to step further into your calling to make disciples? 
 
 
 
 
 

N OT E S  A N D  P R AY E R
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OCT 
16

Main Passages:  
Ephesians 2:19–20
Ephesians 4:4–15

Hebrews 10:24–25

PA RT 
O F  T H E  FA M I LY God is doing a miraculous work in our world. He is 

creating a family known for its love. He is crafting a 
community that serves generously, worships joyfully and 
loves unconditionally. In short, God is establishing Jesus’ 
corporate body, the church, through which the very life of 
Jesus is experienced and extended. 

I love how Eugene Peterson expresses the importance of 
belonging to the church in his book Practice Resurrection: 

“Church is the textured context in which we grow up in Christ to maturity. But church is 
difficult. Sooner or later, though, if we are serious about growing up in Christ, we have to 
deal with church. I say sooner…. Individualism is the growth-stunting, maturity-inhibiting 
habit of understanding growth as an isolated self-project. Individualism is self-ism with 
a swagger. The individualist is the person who is convinced that he or she can serve God 
without dealing with God. …So, why church? The short answer is because the Holy Spirit 
formed it to be a colony of heaven in a country of death…. Church is the core element 
in the strategy of the Holy Spirit to provide human witness and physical presence to the 
Jesus inaugurated kingdom of God in this world. It is not that kingdom complete, but 
it is a witness to that kingdom…. Church is an appointed gathering of named people in 
particular places who practice a life of resurrection in a world in which death gets the 
biggest headlines.”
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O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

• If you could dream up the perfect church, what would it be like?  
 
 
 
 
 

• Read Ephesians 2:19–20; 4:4–15 and Hebrews 10:24–25. What stands out to you 
from these passages?   
 
 
 
 
 

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

What comes to mind when you think about the church? Do you see it as necessary for 
growing up to maturity in Christ? Do you believe it is providing witness to the coming 
kingdom of God? Do you see belonging to a local church as vital for fulfilling your calling? 

Sadly, many people see the church as irrelevant. Part of this ambivalence exists because 
many churches have lost sight of the mission Jesus gave to his church, and part of 
this ambivalence exists because we live in a culture that values independence and 
individualism. The end result is many people have walked away from their calling to 
belong to the church. 

You can’t fulfill God’s call on your life without the church. You can’t grow up to maturity 
in Christ on your own. You can’t serve Jesus without serving his people, and you can’t 
love Jesus while being lukewarm about the church. 

So this week we are going to explore God’s call to belong to the church. 
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• What kind of community does God want the church to be? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What role does the church play in your spiritual maturity? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What role do church leaders (apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds and 
teachers) play in the church? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What role do you play in the church? Have you been giving yourself to that role? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What does it look like to belong to the church? 
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• In his book Life Together, Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote this about belonging to the 
church: “Those who love their dream of a Christian community more than they love 
the Christian community itself become destroyers of that Christian community.” 
What do you think of this quote?  
 
 
 
 
 

• What will you do this week to step further into your calling to belong to the church?  
 
 
 
 
 

N OT E S  A N D  P R AY E R
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OCT 
23

Main Passages:  
Genesis 1:1–31

Genesis 2:15

C A L L E D
TO  WO R K In Genesis 1 we see that God joyfully works. He creates 

the heavens and the earth. He fills his creation with life. He 
organizes and names. He separates and blesses. Then after 
six days, God steps back from his work to rest. 

Since we are created in God’s image, we are created for a 
healthy rhythm of work and rest. 

As Americans we spend about 1/3 of our lifetime working, 
and studies show that a staggering number of American workers are unhappy in their 
occupation. Some people see work as a curse. Other people see work as a god. Still 
others understand work to be a part of their calling.

The Bible reveals that work is part of our calling. God made us to cultivate and 
contribute. He made us to separate, organize, name, invent and design. We know this 
because God told Adam and Eve to fill the earth and subdue it. Additionally, God placed 
Adam in the Garden of Eden to work. 

God didn’t have to do this. He doesn’t need our work. He could have crafted wood 
into houses, sounds into songs, and apples into pies. But God called Adam and Eve to 
cultivate and contribute, and it’s through their work that they experienced provision and 
blessing. 
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The Bible also reveals that work is not a punishment for sin. In Genesis 1 and 2 Adam 
and Eve worked before they walked away from God. After they sinned, their work 
became frustrating and strenuous, but this should not lead us to see work as inherently 
cursed. Work is good, and God invites us to seek his grace so that we can confront the 
curse that our sin has brought to this part of our calling. 

Finally, while work is important, rest matters too. God worked for six days and rested on 
the seventh. For each of us there needs to be a ceasing, a stopping, a pulling back from 
work so that we can enjoy life with God and with other people. We were made for a 
healthy rhythm of work and rest. 

Since work encompasses so much of life, we are going to spend this week exploring 
God’s call on this important area of life.

O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

• What was your first job and what did you do with your first paycheck?   
 
 
 
 
 

• Read Genesis 1:1–31; 2:15. What stands out to you from these passages?   
 
 
 
 
 

• Is the way you view your work changed by knowing that you are created in the 
image of a God who works? 
 
 
 
 
 

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S



p. 34 Calling | Your Path to a Meaningful Life

• In what ways does your current job serve to contribute to human flourishing? 
 
 
 
 
 

• How would you describe God as a worker? 
 
 
 
 
 

• How would your co-workers, employees or customers describe you as a worker? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Why do you think God rested on the seventh day? What does setting aside one day a 
week to rest reveal about the need for both work and rest? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Do you have a healthy rhythm of work and rest in your life? If not, how might you 
develop this rhythm? 
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• How have you experienced the impact of sin on your calling to work? 
 
 
 
 

• Are there any attitudes that you have towards work that do not honor God? 
 
 
 
 

• Are you content with the work God has given to you? If not, how might you learn 
contentment? 
 
 
 
 

• What will you do this week to step further into your calling to work and rest? 
 
 
 
 

N OT E S  A N D  P R AY E R
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OCT 
30

Main Passage:  
Matthew 4:1–11

FA L S E  C A L L I N G S

You have an enemy who doesn’t want you to embrace 
your calling. His name is Satan, and he will tempt you to 
stop bringing God’s goodness and glory into this world. 
The reason for this is simple. Satan hates God. He despises 
God’s goodness, and he is repulsed by God’s glory. 

At the start of Jesus’ earthly ministry, Satan tried to disrupt 
God’s call on his life. Satan met Jesus in the wilderness 
three times and offered him different opportunities to walk 

away from God’s plans and purposes. 

This moment in the wilderness reveals some of the ways that Satan will attempt to 
distract, disrupt and discourage us from our calling. He will tempt us to rely on ourselves 
(turn these stones into bread), deny our humanity (throw yourself from this cliff) and 
experience success without sacrifice (worship me and I’ll give you glory). 

This week, we want to recognize the false callings that Satan uses to tempt us. Lord 
willing, this week will help us say no to Satan’s false callings and yes to the true callings 
of God. 
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O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

• What happens when you get distracted from something important?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

• Read Matthew 4:1–11. What stands out to you from this passage?  
 
 
 
 
 

• How does Satan tempt Jesus to walk away from his true calling?  
 
 
 
 
 

• Why do you think Satan is opposed to Jesus fulfilling his true calling? What does this 
reveal about Satan’s attitude about you fulfilling your true calling?     
 
 
 
 
 

• Why is it important to recognize Satan’s desire to keep you from your true calling?  
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• What happens in your life when you are not aware that Satan is at work tempting 
you with false callings? 
 
 
 
 
 

• When have you seen people set aside their true calling for a false calling? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What are some examples from your life of being tempted by Satan to set aside your 
true calling for a false calling? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What promptings does the Holy Spirit bring to your soul when you begin to follow a 
false calling? (e.g., feelings of embarrassment, guilt, shame, fear, anxiety, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 

• Looking back over your life, how would things have played out if you had strayed 
from your true calling? 
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• What will you do this week to step away from Satan’s false callings? 
 
 
 
 
 

N OT E S  A N D  P R AY E R
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NOV 
06

Main Passage:  
Acts 9:10–19

L I ST E N  C LO S E LY

Central to discovering your calling is listening to God. This 
reality brings questions such as What does God’s voice 
sound like? Why does it often feel difficult to know what 
God is saying? How does God speak?

In John 10, Jesus tells a crowd of people that his sheep 
know his voice. This suggests that as we grow in following 
Jesus, we will also grow in being able to recognize his 
voice. If that is the case, where do we start?

There is a story in Acts 9:10–19 that gives us a framework for listening to God. This story 
takes place after the resurrection and ascension of Jesus. The story is about an ordinary 
man who has a conversation with God. Ananias was not an apostle. He never appears 
again in the Bible. He’s just an ordinary man who listens to God. 

This story reveals several principles for how to listen to God. First, Ananias demonstrates 
a willingness to hear from God. When God speaks, Ananias responds with “Here I am, 
Lord.” We too need to have a posture in our life that says, “God I am here, and I’m 
willing to listen.” 

Second, Ananias tells Jesus exactly how he feels. Ananias isn’t sure about visiting Saul, 
and he shares this reservation freely with God. We too need to dialogue with Jesus 
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about the prompting that we feel. Does what we sense him saying excite us, overwhelm 
us or scare us? Conversing with God helps you to discern God’s voice. 

Finally, Ananias obeys God’s word. He visits Saul and experiences the deep satisfaction of 
living out his calling. 

The lifelong task ahead of us is to hear God’s voice. So this week we are going to explore 
how to listen to God. 

O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

• What are characteristics of a great listener?  
 
 
 
 
 

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

• Read Acts 9:10–19. What stands out to you from this passage?  
 
 
 
 
 

• How does God interact with Ananias? What does this reveal about how God wants 
to interact with us?  
 
 
 
 
 

• How does Ananias interact with God? What does this reveal about how to listen to 
God?     
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• Is Ananias’ experience with God different than yours? Based on Ananias’ encounter 
with God, how might you grow in listening to God? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Have you ever heard God speak to you? What was that experience like? Where in 
your imagination, body or emotions have you heard God speak? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What makes it hard for you to trust that what you’re hearing is actually God 
speaking to you? How can you know for sure that you are hearing from God? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What helps you to hear from God? What daily practices could you begin in order to 
say to God on a regular basis, “Here I am. Speak. I’m listening.”? 
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NOV 
13

Main Passage:  
Matthew 13:1–9

C L E A R 
T H E  PAT H

Rest assured, when you start to pursue your calling, you 
will experience setbacks, distractions, obstacles and delays. 
You may experience limiting beliefs like “I could never do 
that. I can’t change. This dream is stupid.” As you journey 
toward your calling, the path ahead may seem impassable, 
and distractions may nip at your heels.

There is a parable that Jesus tells in Matthew 13:1–9 about 
a farmer who scatters seed. Some of the seed fell in good 
soil where it produced a harvest. Other seed fell on hard, 

rocky, shallow, and weedy soil, where it was unable to thrive. 

This parable is helpful in considering the work we do to cultivate our lives so that 
the calling and dreams that God has given to us take root and bear fruit. We have to 
cultivate the soil of our souls. We have to clear the path so that the seeds of vision that 
God has given grow. We have to pull out the weeds of worry before they choke our 
calling. We need to remove false assumption before they wither our dreams. We need to 
shoo away the birds of busyness and distraction before they gobble up the good God has 
called us to do. 

In order to pursue the calling that God has for us, it is necessary to clear the path and 
cultivate the soil. So this week is focused on the work we do to cultivate a life where 
God’s call can take root and bear fruit. 
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O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

• What is needed for a seed to flourish?  
 
 
 
 
 

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

• Read Matthew 13:1–9. What stands out to you from this passage? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What are the four different types of soils that are described in this parable?  
 
 
 
 
 

• How does the seed grow in each of the different types of soil?     
 
 
 
 
 

• Looking back, can you think of a time when you’ve been like the hard soil—God gave 
you a word about your calling, but you didn’t allow it to take root in your life? 
 
 
 
 
 



p. 46 Calling | Your Path to a Meaningful Life

• Looking back, can you think of a time when you’ve been like the rocky soil—you 
were enthusiastic about your calling, but your enthusiasm quickly withered away? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Looking back, can you think of a time when you have been like the thorny soil—
busyness, worry, and distractions prevent your calling from growing? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Looking back, can you think of a time when you have been like the good soil—God’s 
Word took root and your calling blessed many people? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What or who are the hungry birds, withering sun and thorny weeds that keep God’s 
call on your life from taking root and bearing fruit? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What limiting beliefs did you receive in your childhood? A limiting belief is a false 
message about your talents, skills, intelligence, body or appearance. 
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• How have these limiting beliefs been like a weed that keeps you from your calling? 
 
 
 
 

• What are the biggest distractions cluttering up your time, energy and attention each day? 
 
 
 
 

• How are these distractions like birds that keep your calling from taking root and 
bearing fruit? 
 
 
 
 

• What can you do to cultivate the soil of your soul so that God’s call on your life can 
take root and bear fruit? 
 
 
 
 

N OT E S  A N D  P R AY E R
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NOV 
20

Main Passage:  
Joshua 1:1–9

R I S K
I S  R I G H T

Inherent in following God’s call is risk. After all, a life of 
faith is no cakewalk. Most likely, living out our calling will 
require sacrifice and we will be met by resistance and 
persecution. Some people won’t be on board with God’s 
call on our lives. Some people might even think we are 
crazy because often our calling only makes sense in the 
context of following a God whose ways are mysterious. 

So a choice lies before each of us: We retreat or we risk. 
To retreat means we play it safe. We live for security and 

comfort. We do what makes sense. To risk means we live with faith-filled abandon. We 
go where God calls regardless of the cost. 

When it comes to our calling, risk is always right. 

When I need to be reminded of this truth, I reflect on the day when God called Joshua to 
lead the nation of Israel. 

Forty years before this moment, the nation of Israel stood on the brink of the Promised 
Land. God had guaranteed that he would give the land to them. But when the Israelites 
saw the people they would have to battle, they gave in to fear. They turned from risk and 
retreated. The cost for their faithlessness was great. An entire generation died.
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After forty years of wandering in the wilderness for their lack of faith, God called Joshua 
to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land. Joshua now had to decide how to respond 
to God’s call on his life. It was the same decision God’s people had faced forty years 
earlier. It’s the same decision we face today. Retreat or risk? 

In our passage for this week, we discover that Joshua decided to live with bravery and 
courage. He said yes to the risk. He became the next leader. He brought God’s people 
into the land. 

What allowed Joshua to embrace risk? He believed God would be with him. 

In a symbolic way, our calling is the promised land. Our calling is the place of God’s favor 
and blessing. Currently, most of us are standing just outside of it confronted by a choice. 
We can retreat into the wilderness of wasted opportunity. We can rest content in a 
casual, cozy, Christian life that doesn’t make any waves. We can coast to the finish line. 
Or we can decide that God’s call on our lives is worth the risk because we believe, like 
Joshua, that God will be with us, and the call he has given brings a reward that makes all 
risk more than worth it.

O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

• What is something risky that you did when you were a kid?  
 
 
 
 

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

• Read Joshua 1:1–9. What stands out to you from this passage?  
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• What did Joshua face in saying yes to God’s call on his life?  
 
 
 
 
 

• What promises were made to Joshua if he said yes to God’s call on his life?     
 
 
 
 
 

• How would you describe your relationship with risk? Do you avoid risk at all costs? 
Why or why not?  
 
 
 
 
 

• Talk about a time in your life when you had to be strong and very courageous. 
 
 
 
 
 

• What helps you embrace the risk of following God’s call on your life? 
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• What helps you to remember and celebrate the truth that God is with you? 
 
 
 
 
 

N OT E S  A N D  P R AY E R
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NOV 
27

Main Passages:  
Psalm 90:1–17
Ecclesiastes 7:2

1 Corinthians 10:31
Hebrews 9:27

C U RTA I N  C A L L One day you will die, and on that day you will give God an 
account of your life. While the day that you die isn’t fun to 
think about, it’s important to consider. Too many people 
put all their focus and energy on today, and while today is 
beautiful and important, it’s your final moment that gives 
you wisdom with what to do with today. 

In Psalm 90 Moses asks God to help him number his days 
so that he might live with wisdom. To number our days 
means we recognize that our time is limited. We can’t do 

everything. We have to be thoughtful about what we give ourselves to. We have to say 
no to many good things, so that we can say yes to the most important things. To number 
our days also means we see every day as a gift from God that is to be used for his glory. 

We can’t embrace God’s call on our lives without embracing the uncomfortable truth 
that our life is limited. Embracing this truth allows us to see what really matters, and 
when we see what really matters we can prioritize what we give our time, attention and 
energy to. 

As we wrap up this series on calling, imagine for a moment that you have taken your 
final breath and are standing before Jesus. What do you hope he says to you? What will 
really matter in that moment? Now imagine how much extra time, space and energy you 
would have today if you simply gave yourself to the few things that matter most on your 
final day. 
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O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

• Why do you think people have such a hard time saying no to things?  
 
 
 
 
 

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E ST I O N S

• Read Psalm 90:1–17. What stands out to you from this passage?  
 
 
 
 
 

• What does this passage reveal about God?  
 
 
 
 
 

• What do you think it means to number your days?      
 
 
 
 
 

• What does numbering your days teach you about the nature of life?  
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• In Ecclesiastes 7:2 we are told that it’s better to go to the house of mourning than 
to go to the house of feasting because death comes for all of us. How does thinking 
about your final day help you to embrace God’s call on your life today? 
 
 
 
 
 

• In 1 Corinthians 10:31 we are told to glorify God in whatever we do. What does it 
look like to glorify God in ordinary moments like eating, drinking, working, raising 
kids, spending time with friends? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What things are you doing that God is inviting you to stop doing? It could be 
anything. Maybe it’s a volunteer position that you said yes to out of guilt. Maybe it’s 
scrolling through social media. Maybe it’s a show you are watching or a bad habit 
or a daily routine that doesn’t honor Jesus. What things are you doing that you 
wouldn’t do if you really were living in light of your final day? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What is something that you can do this week to remember that your days are 
limited and they are a gift from God to be used for his glory?
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